
	HOUSE IS SIDED AND SEALED: INSULATED SIDING PROVIDES CONTINUOUS INSULATION
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	WHAT?
Both DOE and EPA recognize insulated siding as a way to improve a home’s energy efficiency. Insulated siding will reduce thermal bridging and provide continuous insulation.
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	WHY?
Most new homes can save significant resources by specifying insulated siding over fiber cement siding. Insulated siding is designed to achieve higher levels of thermal performance and provide continuous insulation, and this is verified through specific R-value testing.
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	HOW?
Insulated siding is vinyl siding that incorporates rigid-foam plastic insulation, which is laminated or otherwise permanently attached to the vinyl; the most commonly used insulation for this purpose is expanded polystyrene (EPS). It reduces thermal bridging by mitigating energy loss through the studs. Where it properly covers walls, insulated siding creates a thermal mass and increases the overall R-value. 
Applicable codes include ASTM C578, C1363, and D7793; IECC 2012; ASHRAE 90.1; and ENERGY STAR-Qualified Homes Rev. 3.
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